Introduction
Cytokines, such as IL-6, IL-8 and TNF-, besides their pro-inflammatory effects 1-4 also exhibit antiinflammatory activities, such as inhibition of neutrophil adhesion to activated endothelial cells and 'in vivo' inhibition of neutrophil migration into inflammatory focus. (-8 These cytokines are released by various types of activated cells, such as those of phagocyte mononuclear system, 9'1 polymorphonuclear leucocytes, 1 endothelial cells and Tlymphocytes. 12 '3 In our laboratory we have examined the activity of supernatants from macrophage monolayers stimulated with LPS. It was found that this crude supernatant is able to induce neutrophil migration when injected into peritoneal cavities of dexamethasone-pretreated rats. This activity was referred as macrophage-derived neutrophil chemotactic factor (MNCF).
. 4 In contrast, neutrophil migration to peritoneal cavities induced by cytokines such as TNF-z and fl, IL-lz and gamma interferon 16 and IL-8 7 are inhibited by dexamethasone pretreatment. In addition, the same supernatant when intravenously (i.v.) injected was shown to inhibit in a dose dependent manner neutrophil migration to an inflamed site. 8 The factor responsible for this activity was named neutrophil recruitment inhibitory factor (NRIF).
Therefore the objective of this study was to characterize some biological properties of NRIF. For this purpose, we have submitted crude macrophage supernatant to gel filtration chromatography obtaining a fraction (P2) that retained the original inhibitory activity. We also observed that the i.v. administration of P2 was able to block cell dependent oedema. As IL-8 and TNF, cytokines for which neutrophil recruitment inhibitory activity has been described, <7 were not detected in P2 fraction, that in addition was eluted far from the elution volume expected for these cytokines, we suggest that NRIF may constitute a novel cytokine. 
Material and Methods

Results
Neutrophil migration activities of S-300 chromatographic fractions: The 'in vivo' inhibitory activity displayed by crude NRIF was detected in fraction P2 of S-300 chromatography of macrophage supernatants (Fig.  1, Panel A) . The recruitment inhibitory eEect. 18 Furthermore, resident macrophage monolayers release the same inhibitory activity without LPS stimulation. 23 In the present study we 
